BaltHerNet, BAAC and the Baltic Diaspora
„Many people in Greece appear to have taken history into their own hands“, says Penelope Papailias, (anthropologist, a descendant of a Creek family in U.S.) in her book „Genres of Recollection. Archival Poetics and Modern Greece“ (2005) „How else to explain the proliferation in the past fifteen years of autobiographies, local histories, and illustrated coffee-table books composed around their authors` connection to a particular place or series of events?“ 
Same kind of „proliferation“ we can see everywhere. At the end of March I was in Mechelen, attending the conference ”Heritage Care through Active Citizenship. European Conference on Civil Society Organizations Active in the Field of Heritage”.  Hundreds of NGOs are struggling to save the cultural legacy of the European nations: cities and landscapes, humble houses and noble castles, factories and chimneys, traditions of singing and dancing, traditional ways of living. Although I was one of those few speakers who talked about Baltic initiatives in the field of archives, museums and libraries I didn`t feel as a stranger there. The cultural heritage - tangible or intangible – forms a whole, a continuum, inseparable from a broader context of history – our common history.

Being active in the field of heritage is not a monopoly of professional historians and state institutions. For the Baltic communities everywhere in the world it has been a lasting tradition and long-time experience. Baltic refugees in Sweden, United States, Australia, Canada and other countries founded their archives and libraries that have been functioning thanks to the support and voluntary work of the community members. With the political changes at the end of the 1980s, memory institutions in the Baltic countries also became involved in collecting the cultural heritage of the Baltic Diaspora, as a result of which part of these materials have been brought back to the homelands. However, a large majority of the archival resources is still preserved abroad, in community and private archives, but also in national memory institutions of the countries with the Baltic Diaspora.
The Baltic Heritage Network (BaltHerNet)
is a non-profit organization founded on January 11, 2008 in Tartu, Estonia to achieve the following 
Goals
Fostering cooperation among  the national and private archives, museums, libraries, institutions of research, public associations and organizations that collect and study the cultural heritage of the Baltic Diaspora
Facilitating the preservation of and research access to the historical legacy of the Baltic Diaspora
Guaranteeing the preservation and open access to the Baltic archives and libraries abroad regardless of their location, and according to the legislation, regulations, and traditions of the host countries

Activities
Archival work
Mapping collections 
Collecting information 
Presenting the information at the portal (including editing and translating) 
Acquiring and maintaining collections, transportation of books and archives 
Copying and digitizing collections 
Disseminating know-how
Publishing guidelines 
Arranging visits of experts to Baltic communities for consulting
Informing the public and initiating academic discussion: 
Presentations at academic and other events
Publications, exhibitions 
Conferences
June 27 to July 1, 2006 International Conference on the Baltic Archives Abroad (Tartu, Estonia)
120 participants from 10 countries: Australia, Canada, Finland, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania, Sweden, Russia, the USA and Estonia http://www.kirmus.ee/baltic_archives_abroad_2006 
“International Conference on the Baltic Archives Abroad: Articles and Presentations”, Tartu 2007 http://www.kirmus.ee/baltic_archives_abroad_2006 
July 7-10, 2009 BaltHerNet Conference  „Accessing the History of the Baltic Diaspora“ (Tartu, Estonia) http://www.balther.net/?id=12752
Information days/seminars in Baltic communities
2006 Stockholm
2007 Stockholm, St. Petersburg
2008  Hamburg, Toronto, Tartu
2009 Stockholm, Petrozavodsk
Summer schools for volunteers working in the Estonian archives and libraries abroad and for other interested members of Estonian communities 
2007 Koke, Estonia
2008 Käsmu, Estonia 

A multilingual electronic gateway www.balther.net was launched to gather information on the archival collections and cultural heritage of the Baltic Diaspora with the aim of ensuring access to these materials.

The portal contains:
Advice and instructions on organizing and preserving the cultural heritage (Archival guidelines)
Information on the memory institutions engaged in the collection, preservation, and research of the cultural heritage of the Baltic Diaspora (Memory institutions)
Databases, portals, electronic publications, bibliographies, electronic exhibitions (References)
News on events, grants, trainings, job offers (Billboard)
Events , gallery, news archives (Chronicle)
Forum
History

The decision to launch the information portal was made at the International Conference on the Baltic Archives Abroad in Tartu in the summer of 2006. The portal development was initiated by the Working Group of Estonian Archives Abroad. The portal development began in the summer of 2007, and the test version was launched in November 2007. During  late 2007, our Latvian and Lithuanian partners joined. The electronic design and technical maintenance of the portal is provided by Portal Invest Ltd (Estonia).

Members:
28 individual members
5 institutional members
from 9 countries

Board
Piret Noorhani (President, Estonian National Museum)
Gatis Karlsons (Vice-President, Directorate General of Latvian State Archives)
Linas Saldukas (Vice-President, Lithuanian Emigration Institute)
Karin Kiisk (Secretary, Tartu University)
Birgit Kibal (Estonian National Archives)

Partners
Memory institutions in  the Baltic states: Estonian National Museum, Estonian Literary Museum, Estonian National Archives, Center for Estonian Literature Abroad (Tallinn University Library), Centre for Estonian Diaspora Studies (University of Tartu), Directorate General of Latvia State Archives, State Archives of Latvia, Occupation Museum of Latvia, Latvian Diaspora Museum, Lithuanian Emigration Institute, Martynas Mažvydas National Library of Lithuania, Vilnius University, etc.
Memory institutions of the Baltic communities: Library and Archives of the Tartu Institute (Toronto), Estonian Central Archives in Canada (Toronto), Estonian Archives in the US (Lakewood, New Jersey), Estonian Archives in Australia (Sydney), Baltic Archives (Stockholm), Estonian Archives in Vancouver, Estonian Archives in Germany (Köln), Estonian Archives in Sweden (Stockholm), Lithuanian Museum-Archives of Canada (Mississauga, Ontario) etc

Memory institutions in other countries : Hoover Institution Library and Archives, Stanford University (USA), Immigration History Research Center (USA), Library and Archives Canada, Swedish State Archives, etc

Baltic communities and organizations in the world 

Organizations: Ministry of Education and Research (Estonia), Ministry  of Culture (Estonia), Office of the Minister for Population and Ethnic Affairs (Estonia), Baltic Audiovisual Archival Council, Latvians Abroad – Museum and Research Center (Latvia) etc
Supporters
Compatriot programme (Estonia)
Nordic Council of Ministers

Join us at
http://www.balther.net/?id=11495)
Baltic Audiovisual Archival Council (BAAC) was founded on October 16, 2005 in Riga.

BAAC is an independent nonprofit organization, founded as a voluntary association with a goal to foster cooperation between public and private archives, broadcasting and TV archives, libraries and museums that possess collections of audiovisual materials about the Baltic States, Scandinavian countries and the worldwide Baltic Diaspora. The Council commits itself to reviewing and assuring the maintenance of these historically valuable collections.

The specific objectives of the BAAC are to: 

Provide a regular means of exchanging information, ideas and assistance 

Encourage public awareness and interest in the preservation and use of AV archives as an  important educational, historical, and cultural resource

Support the educational and professional development of AV archivists

Stimulate and facilitate research on archival matters

Conduct regional seminars, conferences and workshops

Arrange training and work visits for archival employees and setting up appropriate scholarship programs

Evaluate the work done by employees in archives and give recognition for excellence in the archival field

Members: 

26 Individual members
13 Institutional members
 from 9 countries

Conferences: 

September 2008, Tartu “Transformation as Stability: Audiovisual archives in the Era of new Media” 

September 2007, Riga  Joint BAAC - IASA annual conference “Building an archive for the future"

September 2006, Riga  “Audiovisual Archives: Access and Service in the Public Interest”

October 2005, Riga “Pan-Baltic Images: Reaching Out To The World”

October 2004, Riga The Riga Seminar 2004

NB! October 4-7, 2009, Vilnius

“Aggregation and Management of Audiovisual Content in the Digital Space”

Local seminars: 

 April 2008, Riga „Collections of Still Images at Institutional Archives: Protection and Accessibility”
June 2007, Tallinn “Preservation and Re-use” 

February 2007, Vilnius “Networking of the Baltic Audiovisual Archives for Preservation and Re-use"

Members: 

26 Individual members
13 Institutional members
 from 9 countries

Board:

Juozas Markauskas (Prsedinet, Dizi, Lithuania)

Lelde Neimane (Vice-President, The Occupation Museum of Latvia)
Ivi Tomingas (Vice-President, Estonian Film Archives)
Andris Ķesteris (Library and Archives Canada)
Tedd Urnes (Teddview Audiovisual Archival Management)
Lars-Gunnar Bengtsson (Swedish Television)
Lasse Nilsson (Swedish Television)
Aldis Pūtelis (Institute of Literature, Folklore and Art, University of Latvia)
Join us at:

http://www.baacouncil.org
The seminar

As said, Estonians have organized quite many seminars for the Diaspora communities in different countries where we have been talking about the history and the current situation of the Estonian cultural heritage both in the homeland and Diaspora communities. At the seminar in Toronto last October, for the first time, we were trying to involve also Latvian and Lithuanian communities to our discussions.


This seminar is the first joint seminar of BaltHerNet and BAAC. The aims of the meeting here in Stockholm are much more focused than before. And as BAAC is involved, we will go deeper into the matters of the audiovisual heritage of the Baltic Diaspora. We will try to get an overview of the current situation, achievements and problems of preserving and studying the audiovisual heritage of the Baltic Diaspora in Sweden. The organizers of the event hope that it will provide opportunities for the exchange of information, ideas and experience. Dissemination of archival know-how is extremely important – especially in the field of audiovisual archives which are technically complex. AV archives require not only the know-how and expertise but also specific technical equipment and financial resources. How should (or could) Baltic communities manage their AV heritage? Where should or could) they find support and expertise? We hope, that the day will give us some answers.
As said, among the participants, we hoped to see those responsible for and interested in preserving the Baltic cultural heritage, specialists and volunteers, officials and active members of the Baltic communities as well as representatives of memory institutions in Sweden. Both the BaltHerNet and BAAC are interested in networking people with common interests and understanding of the importance of saving our national legacy – be it in our homelands or in the countries which became new homes for Baltic people. It is needless to say that the work with these geographically scattered collections is very complicated but extremely important. That is why we are here - to talk to each other and to help each other.
Thanks to our partners/co-organizers of the seminar in Stockholm:
BaltHerNet
BAAC
National Library of Sweden (Kungliga Biblioteket)
Estonian Congress in Sweden

Supporters:
Compatriot programme (Estonia)
Nordic Council of Ministers

Special thanks to:
Mai-Raud Pähn, Peeter Grünberg and the working group of the Estonian Archives in Sweden
Lasse Nilsson (STV, BAAC)
Pelle Snickars (KB, BAAC)
Andris Kesteris (LAC, BAAC, BaltHernet)
Isabelle Midy (KB)
the presenters
